Town Hall of Los Angeles, like 'New Yor^V Town Hall, wel-
comed the Prime Minister on his arrival in California's southern
metropolis, 18 May 7950. He was introduced by Dr. Arthur G.
Coons, President of Town Hall and of Occidental College, and
gave the address which is printed here.

PAKISTAN,   THE   NEW   ASIA,   AND
WORLD PEACE
My wife and I have travelled twelve thousand miles to come to
your country, drawn here by the gracious invitation of your Presi-
dent. And we have travelled another three or four thousand miles
to come to your great city. On my way across your vast country
I have met many of your countrymen. Many people doing many
kinds of jobs but all sharing the common characteristics of kindness,
frankness, simplicity and hospitality. I have spoken to many of them
and they have spoken to me. What is it that we have been saying
to each other?
Well, on my part, I confess I have been anxious to talk to them
of my country. For although many of the esteemed compatriots of
yours who have come to our country have shown an extraordinary
understanding of our urges and our problems, we in the centre of
Asia have sometimes a feeling that you in the United States of
America regard the distance between your country and ours to be
much greater than it appears to us from our end.
I have therefore spoken on many occasions of the birth of our
nation and of the origin of our State. I have tried in my way to
explain what it was that prompted a hundred million Muslims of
British India to demand that a country of their own should be carved
out for them, out of that vast subcontinent. I have tried to explain
that our demand for the partition of British India into two independ-
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